
 
Social Security Agreement between Canada and Poland. 
 
This agreement once enacted will bring benefits to thousands of Polish-Canadians, by 
coordinating pension benefits between Canada and Poland. People who have lived or 
worked in Canada and Poland will now find it easier to qualify for social security benefits 
both from Canada and Poland.  
 
Individual who have worked in Poland and now live in Canada when they retire will be 
able to have their pension cheques mailed from Poland to Canada.   Polish Canadians 
who choose to retire in Poland will also be able to have their pension cheques mailed 
from Canada to Poland. 
 
In attendance at this official signing was the Minister of Labour and Social Policy - Jolanta 
Fedak, the Canadian Ambassador to Poland David Preston, and Wladyslaw Lizon, 
President of the CPC. The Social Security Agreement was signed in the Ministry of Social 
Planning Building in Warsaw, Poland.   
 
Press Release - Poland:  http://www.mpips.gov.pl/index.php?gid=5&news_id=1068
 
 
Youth Mobility Agreement between Canada and Poland 
 
Thursday April 3 - Wladyslaw Lizon, President of the CPC witnessed the signing of a 
formal Letter of Intent on the Promotion of Youth Mobility by Minister of Science and 
Higher Education of the Republic of Poland Professor Barbara Kudrycka.  
 
The youth mobility programs gives young Polish and young Canadians, aged 18 to 35, the 
opportunity to acquire professional or hands-on experience and to improve their 
knowledge of the languages, culture and society of the other country while holding a 
temporary work permit. (http://www.international.gc.ca/culture/123go/works-en.asp ). 
 
Press Release - Poland: 
http://www.nauka.gov.pl/mn/index.jsp?place=Lead09&news_cat_id=13&news_id=6424&l
ayout=6&page=text
 
 
 
Friday April 4 - Prime Minister Harper arrived in Poland to meet with Polish Prime 
Minister Donald Tusk. After formal introductions Prime Ministers Tusk and Harper, and 
Wladek Lizon retired to a private meeting to discuss the formal agreements previous 
signed and future plans. 
 
Saturday April 5 - Prime Minister Harper began his day with a meeting with former Polish 
President Lech Walesa. Prime Minister Harper met with Lech Walesa in his office in the 
old town section of Gdansk. 
 
After his meeting with Lech Walesa Prime Minister Harper travelled to Wawel Castle in 
Krakow where he viewed tapestries and other artefacts with Wladek Lizon that Canada 
helped preserve during the Second  
World War II. 
 
From Wawel Castle Prime Minister Harper travelled to Auschwitz and Birkenau, where 
along with Alexander S. Wertheim and Wladyslaw Lizon he laid a wreath at the Death 
Wall Memorial. Mr. Wertheim a Canadian - is the son-in-law of a death camp survivor. 
Prime Minister Harper spent a few moments in prayer and then talked in private with Mr. 
Wertheim. 
 
 At the conclusion of his tour of Auschwitz and Birkenau, Prime Minister Harper, Mr 
Wertheim and Mr. Lizon lit a candle at the International Monument in memory of all those 
who died at both camps.  
 
Sunday April 6 - Prime Minister Harper concluded his visit to Poland and flew home. 
Wladyslaw Lizon took this opportunity to thank the Prime Minister for his invitation to 
attend this momentous event but also to continue talks with the Prime Minister about 
various other issues concerning Polish Canadians. 
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